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General Notes

• 1 Samuel 3:1–10

• 1 Corinthians 12:4–26

They can be used alone or in combination with
other readings. The readings had been offered
in the following translations:

• New Revised Standard Version (Anglicised)
(NRSVA), for use in churches which follow
the RCL or its equivalents (e.g. Common
Worship)

• Authorised/King James Version (AV/KJV)

• New International Version – UK (NIVUK)

• Good News Bible/Today’s English Version
(GNB/GNT)

• The Message (MSG)

These translations have been chosen because
they are widely used in a number of churches,
enabling blind or partially sighted congregation
members to do the reading for Sight Loss
Sunday.
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New Revised Standard Version
(Anglicised) (NRSVA)

Copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

1 Samuel 3:1–10

Samuel’s Calling and Prophetic Activity
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the
Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to
grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.
4Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’[ a ]
and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to Eli, and
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said,
‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and
lay down. 6The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’
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Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here
I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not
call, my son; lie down again.’ 7Now Samuel did
not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord
had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up
and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you
called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was
calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ So
Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said,
‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’

1 Corinthians 12:4–26

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but
the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates
all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same
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Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to
another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits,
to another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots
to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.

One Body with Many Members
12For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot were to say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body’, that would not make it any less a part of
the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because
I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’,
that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where
would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the

7



body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all
were a single member, where would the body
be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one
body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have
no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet,
‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the
members of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, 23and those members of the
body that we think less honourable we clothe
with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect;
24whereas our more respectable members do
not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honour to the inferior
member, 25that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the
same care for one another. 26If one member
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.

Authorised/King James Version
(AV/KJV)

Scripture quotations from The Authorized (King
James) Version. Rights in the Authorized
Version in the United Kingdom are vested in the
Crown. Reproduced by permission of the
Crown’s patentee, Cambridge University Press
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1 Samuel 3:1–10

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord
before Eli. And the word of the Lord was
precious in those days;   no open
vision. 2And it came to pass at that time, when
Eli  laid down in his place, and his eyes
began to wax dim,  he could not see; 3and
ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of
the Lord, where the ark of God , and Samuel
was laid down  ;4that the Lord called
Samuel: and he answered, Here  I. 5And he
ran unto Eli, and said, Here  I; for thou
calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down
again. And he went and lay down. 6And the Lord
called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and
went to Eli, and said, Here  I; for thou didst
call me. And he answered, I called not, my son;
lie down again. 7Now Samuel did not yet know
the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet
revealed unto him. 8And the Lord called Samuel
again the third time. And he arose and went to
Eli, and said, Here  I; for thou didst call me.
And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the
child. 9Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie
down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou
shalt say, Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10And
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the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other
times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered,
Speak; for thy servant heareth.

1 Corinthians 12:4–26

4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. 5And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. 6And there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all. 7But the
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal. 8For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word
of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9to another
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
healing by the same Spirit; 10to another the
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to
another discerning of spirits; to another divers
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation
of tongues: 11but all these worketh that one and
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.
12For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also  Christ.
13For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
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body, whether   Jews or Gentiles, whether
  bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. 14For the body is not one
member, but many. 15If the foot shall say,
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body;
is it therefore not of the body? 16And if the ear
shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of
the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17If the
whole body  an eye, where  the
hearing? If the whole  hearing, where
 the smelling? 18But now hath God set the
members every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased him. 19And if they were all one
member, where  the body? 20But now 
 many members, yet but one body. 21And
the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet,
I have no need of you. 22Nay, much more those
members of the body, which seem to be more
feeble, are necessary: 23and those  of
the body, which we think to be less honourable,
upon these we bestow more abundant honour;
and our uncomely  have more abundant
comeliness. 24For our comely  have no
need: but God hath tempered the body together,
having given more abundant honour to that
 which lacked: 25that there should be no
schism in the body; but  the members
should have the same care one for another.
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26And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

New International Version – UK
(NIVUK)

The Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.

1 Samuel 3:1–10

The Lord calls Samuel

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord
under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord
was rare; there were not many visions.
2One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so
weak that he could barely see, was lying down
in his usual place. 3The lamp of God had not yet
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
house of the Lord, where the ark of God was.
4Then the Lord called Samuel.
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Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’ 5And he ran to Eli
and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’

But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie
down.’ So he went and lay down.
6Again the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’ And Samuel
got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you
called me.’

‘My son,’ Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie
down.’
7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: the
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him.
8A third time the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’ And
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here
I am; you called me.’

Then Eli realised that the Lord was calling the
boy. 9So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and
if he calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.
10The Lord came and stood there, calling as at
the other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’

Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is
listening.’
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1 Corinthians 12:4–26

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit distributes them. 5There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are
different kinds of working, but in all of them
and in everyone it is the same God at work.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit
is given for the common good. 8To one there is
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom,
to another a message of knowledge by means of
the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one
Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to
another prophecy, to another distinguishing
between spirits, to another speaking in different
kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the
work of one and the same Spirit, and he
distributes them to each one, just as he
determines.

Unity and diversity in the body
12Just as a body, though one, has many parts,
but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ. 13For we were all baptised by one
Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free – and we were all given
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the one Spirit to drink. 14And so the body is not
made up of one part but of many.
15Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not
a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not
for that reason stop being part of the body.
16And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for
that reason stop being part of the body. 17If the
whole body were an eye, where would the sense
of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact
God has placed the parts in the body, every one
of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they
were all one part, where would the body be?
20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need
you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I
don’t need you!’ 22On the contrary, those parts
of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are
less honourable we treat with special honour.
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated
with special modesty, 24while our presentable
parts need no special treatment. But God has
put the body together, giving greater honour to
the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should
be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other. 26If
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one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.

Good News Bible/Today’s
English Version (GNB/GNT)

Scripture quotations are from the Good News
Translation in Today’s English Version – Second
Edition Copyright © 1992 by American Bible
Society. Used by Permission.

1 Samuel 3:1–10

The Lord Appears to Samuel

In those days, when the boy Samuel was serving
the Lord under the direction of Eli, there were
very few messages from the Lord, and visions
from him were quite rare. 2One night Eli, who
was now almost blind, was sleeping in his own
room; 3Samuel was sleeping in the sanctuary,
where the sacred Covenant Box was. Before
dawn, while the lamp was still burning, 4the
Lord called Samuel. He answered, “Yes, sir!”
5and ran to Eli and said, “You called me, and
here I am.”
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But Eli answered, “I didn’t call you; go back to
bed.” So Samuel went back to bed.
6–7The Lord called Samuel again. The boy did not
know that it was the Lord, because the Lord had
never spoken to him before. So he got up, went
to Eli, and said, “You called me, and here I am.”

But Eli answered, “My son, I didn’t call you; go
back to bed.”
8The Lord called Samuel a third time; he got up,
went to Eli, and said, “You called me, and here
I am.”

Then Eli realized that it was the Lord who was
calling the boy, 9so he said to him, “Go back to
bed; and if he calls you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord,
your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went back
to bed.
10The Lord came and stood there, and called as
he had before, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Samuel answered, “Speak; your servant is
listening.”
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1 Corinthians 12:4–26

4There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but
the same Spirit gives them. 5There are different
ways of serving, but the same Lord is served.
6There are different abilities to perform service,
but the same God gives ability to all for their
particular service. 7The Spirit’s presence is
shown in some way in each person for the good
of all. 8The Spirit gives one person a message
full of wisdom, while to another person the
same Spirit gives a message full of knowledge.
9One and the same Spirit gives faith to one
person, while to another person he gives the
power to heal. 10The Spirit gives one person the
power to work miracles; to another, the gift of
speaking God’s message; and to yet another, the
ability to tell the difference between gifts that
come from the Spirit and those that do not. To
one person he gives the ability to speak in
strange tongues, and to another he gives the
ability to explain what is said. 11But it is one and
the same Spirit who does all this; as he wishes,
he gives a different gift to each person.

One Body with Many Parts
12Christ is like a single body, which has many
parts; it is still one body, even though it is made
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up of different parts. 13In the same way, all of
us, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or
free, have been baptized into the one body by
the same Spirit, and we have all been given the
one Spirit to drink.
14For the body itself is not made up of only one
part, but of many parts. 15If the foot were to
say, “Because I am not a hand, I don’t belong to
the body,” that would not keep it from being
a part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say,
“Because I am not an eye, I don’t belong to the
body,” that would not keep it from being a part
of the body. 17If the whole body were just an
eye, how could it hear? And if it were only an
ear, how could it smell? 18As it is, however, God
put every different part in the body just as he
wanted it to be. 19There would not be a body if it
were all only one part! 20As it is, there are many
parts but one body.
21So then, the eye cannot say to the hand, “I
don’t need you!” Nor can the head say to the
feet, “Well, I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary,
we cannot do without the parts of the body that
seem to be weaker; 23and those parts that we
think aren’t worth very much are the ones which
we treat with greater care; while the parts of
the body which don’t look very nice are treated
with special modesty, 24which the more
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beautiful parts do not need. God himself has
put the body together in such a way as to give
greater honor to those parts that need it. 25And
so there is no division in the body, but all its
different parts have the same concern for one
another. 26If one part of the body suffers, all the
other parts suffer with it; if one part is praised,
all the other parts share its happiness.

The Message (MSG)

Scripture quotations are taken from The
Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by
Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of
NavPress, represented by Tyndale House
Publishers. All rights reserved.

1 Samuel 3:1–10

“Speak, God. I’m Ready to Listen”
1–3The boy Samuel was serving God under Eli’s
direction. This was at a time when the
revelation of God was rarely heard or seen. One
night Eli was sound asleep (his eyesight was
very bad – he could hardly see). It was well
before dawn; the sanctuary lamp was still
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burning. Samuel was still in bed in the Temple
of God, where the Chest of God rested.
4–5Then God called out, “Samuel, Samuel!”

Samuel answered, “Yes? I’m here.” Then he ran
to Eli saying, “I heard you call. Here I am.”

Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back to bed.” And
so he did.
6–7God called again, “Samuel, Samuel!”

Samuel got up and went to Eli, “I heard you call.
Here I am.”

Again Eli said, “Son, I didn’t call you. Go back to
bed.” (This all happened before Samuel knew
God for himself. It was before the revelation of
God had been given to him personally.)
8–9God called again, “Samuel!” – the third time!
Yet again Samuel got up and went to Eli, “Yes?
I heard you call me. Here I am.”

That’s when it dawned on Eli that God was
calling the boy. So Eli directed Samuel, “Go back
and lie down. If the voice calls again, say,
‘Speak, God. I’m your servant, ready to listen.’”
Samuel returned to his bed.
10Then God came and stood before him exactly
as before, calling out, “Samuel! Samuel!”
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Samuel answered, “Speak. I’m your servant,
ready to listen.”

1 Corinthians 12:4–26

4–11God’s various gifts are handed out
everywhere; but they all originate in God’s
Spirit. God’s various ministries are carried out
everywhere; but they all originate in God’s
Spirit. God’s various expressions of power are in
action everywhere; but God himself is behind it
all. Each person is given something to do that
shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it,
everyone benefits. All kinds of things are
handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of
people! The variety is wonderful:

wise counsel

clear understanding

simple trust

healing the sick

miraculous acts

proclamation

distinguishing between spirits
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tongues

interpretation of tongues.

All these gifts have a common origin, but are
handed out one by one by the one Spirit of God.
He decides who gets what, and when.
12–13You can easily enough see how this kind of
thing works by looking no further than your own
body. Your body has many parts – limbs, organs,
cells – but no matter how many parts you can
name, you’re still one body. It’s exactly the
same with Christ. By means of his one Spirit, we
all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal
lives. We each used to independently call our
own shots, but then we entered into a large and
integrated life in which  has the final say in
everything. (This is what we proclaimed in word
and action when we were baptized.) Each of us
is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed
and sustained at one fountain – his Spirit –
where we all come to drink. The old labels we
once used to identify ourselves – labels like Jew
or Greek, slave or free – are no longer useful.
We need something larger, more comprehensive.
14–18I want you to think about how all this makes
you more significant, not less. A body isn’t just
a single part blown up into something huge. It’s
all the different-but-similar parts arranged and
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functioning together. If Foot said, “I’m not
elegant like Hand, embellished with rings;
I guess I don’t belong to this body,” would that
make it so? If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like
Eye, transparent and expressive; I don’t deserve
a place on the head,” would you want to remove
it from the body? If the body was all eye, how
could it hear? If all ear, how could it smell? As it
is, we see that God has carefully placed each
part of the body right where he wanted it.
19–24But I also want you to think about how this
keeps your significance from getting blown up
into self-importance. For no matter how
significant you are, it is only because of what
you are a  of. An enormous eye or
a gigantic hand wouldn’t be a body, but
a monster. What we have is one body with many
parts, each its proper size and in its proper
place. No part is important on its own. Can you
imagine Eye telling Hand, “Get lost; I don’t need
you”? Or, Head telling Foot, “You’re fired; your
job has been phased out”? As a matter of fact,
in practice it works the other way – the “lower”
the part, the more basic, and therefore
necessary. You can live without an eye, for
instance, but not without a stomach. When it’s
a part of your own body you are concerned with,
it makes  difference whether the part is
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visible or clothed, higher or lower. You give it
dignity and honor just as it is, without
comparisons. If anything, you have more
concern for the lower parts than the higher. If
you had to choose, wouldn’t you prefer good
digestion to full-bodied hair?
25–26The way God designed our bodies is a model
for understanding our lives together as a church:
every part dependent on every other part, the
parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the
parts we see and the parts we don’t. If one part
hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt,
and in the healing. If one part flourishes, every
other part enters into the exuberance.
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